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[For the Medical and Surgical Reporter.] 
Report of a Case of Chronic Dysentery. 
By Isaac Farrar, M. D., 

Of New York. 

An apparently strong man, of good constitu- 
tion, 29 years of age, a railroad laborer by 
occupation, arrived in this city from the West, 
about the middle of May, having been sick five 
weeks with Dysentery. ‘The history of his case 
is as follows: He says that a short time pre- 
vious to his attack, he went to reside in a mala- 
rious district, and fearing the disease that was 
then prevalent, he commenced taking as a pro- 
phylactic, four of “ Wright’s Indian Vegetable 
Pills” every night for a week or more ; and then 
every other night, he continued their use gntil 
he had consumed the contents of about five 
boxes. 

After taking a few of them, he noticed that his 
stools became very slimy, and as he considered 
this an indication of their benefitting him by 
“cleansing his system of all impurities” he con- 
tinued taking them, till he discharged a quantity 
of blood, and became so much debilitated, that 
he was compelled to keep his bed. 

To the above continued purgation he added 
another remedy, (suggested no doubt to his 
mind, through its sympathy with the stomach), a 
half-pint or more of corn whisky to be taken 
every day, slightly diluted with water. Such 
was the account he gave of the origin of his 
disease. The cause of it may be traced, I think, 
to the action of violent purgatives upon a system 
weakened by the constant use of alcoholic stimu- 
lants, and these persistently continued even after 
there was evidence of intestinal inflammation, 





Whether or not this man was first attacked by 
acute dysentery, which afterward ‘became 
chronic, I was not able to ascertain, but as the 
chronic form rarely occurs, except as a conse- 
quent of an acute attack, we may presume that 
such was the case in this instance. 

When I first saw him he presented the follow- 
ing symptoms: His abdomen was flat and 
tender, especially along the track of the large 
intestines. His stools were sanguineous and fre- 
quent, amounting to fifteen or twenty per diem, 
and attended by tenesmus. Pulse soft and quick, 
spirits much depressed, and the tongue coated 
with a thick fur. These symptoms were suffi- 
cient to indicate the nature of the disease, and 
to distinguish it from other affections. The only 
disease with which it might be confounded is 
chronic enteritis; but as the treatment is the 
same in the two diseases—when they resemble 
each other—the ‘diagnosis is a matter of no im- 
portance. I am inclined to think that some 
degree of chronic inflammation of the small in- 
testinés does exist in this case at present, in 
conjunction with the chronic dysentery, because 
of the tenderness along their course, and the 
large quantity and thinness of the evacuations. 
The inflammation undoubtedly is not confined to 
the lower part of the bowels exclusively, for if 
so, the stools would probably be consistent and 
the constitution little affected. There exists, 
most likely, ulceration to a considerable extent 
in the large intestine, and the long continuance 
and obstinacy of the disease may be attributed 
to this fact. 

From the presence of the ulceration, have we 
any reason to fear a perforation of the intestinal 
canal and consequent peritonitis? Such an oc- 
currence is, I believe, extremely rare, but I can 
see no reason why it may not occasionally occur. 
The prominent indications in the treatment of 
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this case were: 1st. A proper regulation of the | 


diet ; 2d. To use such remedies as would be cal- 
culated to subdue the inflammation and heal the 
ulceration, Suitable diet in cases of chronic 
dysentery is the sine qua non in the treatment. 
No surgeon would expect to cure an inflamed or 
ulcerated part upon the external surface, unless 
it were properly protected from irritation by the 
patient’s clothing, etc. No more could we antici- 
pate improvement in this case, if we allowed our 
patient to use such articles of diet as would, by 
the large amount of fecal matter they give rise 
te, and their stimulant action upon the general 
system, irritate the points of ulceration and keep 
up the local inflammation. 

If, on the other hand, as has been done, he 
should be confined to the mildest articles of diet, 
to such as leave a small amount of local matter, 
and sooth rather than irritate the inflamed sur- 
face, we might confidently anticipate some 
amelioration in the symptoms. The first of June 
I ordered him the following treatment : 


R. Ext. gentian, gr. xxiv. 
Argenti nitrat. gr. xij. 
Opii pulv. gr. vj. M. 


Ft. massa et div. in pil. No. xij. 

Sig: One to be taken every three hours. 

The use of the above prescription not being 
followed by the benefit which was expected, and 
suspecting that the inflammation was seated in 
the lower bowel, the following injection was 
given : 

R. Quinie sulphatis, 5). 


Opii tinct. © 
Aque font. f. Zij. 
Amyli. 3j- M. 


Ft. injectio. 

Sig: Give every four hours. 

Also the following to be given at the time of 
the injection : 

R. Ext. nucis vomice, 
Ext. opii aq., 

Ft. massa et div. in pil. No. viij. 

Sig: Take one pill. 

In forty-eight hours his stools became less fre- 
quent, though accompanied with much tormina 
and tenesmus, His abdemen continues very 
tender, scarcely able to bear the slightest pres- 
sure. Discontinued the above treatment and 
put him on the following prescription : 

R. Cupri sulphas, opii pulv., 4% gr. ss, M. 

Ft. pil. Sig: To be taken every four hours. 


gr. viij. 


gr.iv. M. 
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Also ordered : 


R. Mistura crete, f. Zij. 
Ext. kramerie f. Zij. 
Opii tinct. f. Zi. 
Aq. cinnamomi, f. 3). 
Aq. menth pip. f. Zij. 
Syr. simplex, a. 


Ft. mistura. 

Sig: To take a tablespoonful after each evac- 
uation. 

When his stools were attended with much 
tenesmus, an injection of tinct. opii f3ss to f3j 
added to f 3j muc. amyli was given. 

Sulphate of copper combined with opium, is 
considered one of the best agents we can use in 
cases of chronic dysentery, and is extensively 
used both in hospitals and private practice. Its 
beneficial effects are due no doubt to its astrin- 
gent and stimulant influence. Ina few days I 
discontinued the mistura crete, and substituted 
the following: 


R. Galle pulv. 3ss. 
Cinnamomi puly. Bij. 
Potass. bicarb. Ziij. 
Aq. ferrent Oj. M. 


Sig: 3j after each operation, with a teaspoon- 
ful of tinct. opii. camph. 

Under which treatment he greatly improved. 
His diet was restricted to milk and lime water, 
two parts of the former to one of the latter. 
Pure milk is one of the best articles that can be 
used in these cases, (as a general rule it is better 
to have the milk boiled,) and cures often without 
the use of medicines, by resorting to this article 
of diet alone. Under a continuance of this latter 
treatment for the past ten days, the condition of 
the patient has materially changed for the better. 
Though his abdomen is still tender upon pressure, 
and this is always an indication of serious disease. 
The frequency of his stools have been greatly re- 
duced from fifteen to twenty,to twice or three times 
in the twenty-four hours,and that without the least 
pain. Itis gratifying to state at this present 
time (July 24th,) that the patient is apparently 
out of danger, and fast convalescing, though 
the results of cases of chronic dysentery are so 
variable, and patients are so liable after having 
given hopes of permanent amendment to relapse 
almost without obvious cause, that our prognosis 
should always be extremely guarded. 

Has not our patient in this case reason to re- 
joice that he has not fallen a victim to the use of 
that great destroyer “ Patent Medicine ?” 
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REMARKS ON THE MEDICINAL PROPERTIES AND EF- 
FECTS OF PRUSSIATE OF POTASH; OR FERRO- 
CYANATE OF PoTAssA. By BuruericH Smart, 
M.D., of Kennebeck, Maine.* 


The immediate or primary effect of this article 
appears to be sedative, diminishing sensibility 
and contractility. These effects are inferred 
from its lessening the action of the heart, 
diminishing the number of its beats in a minute, 
and softening and lessening the volume of the 
pulse. A full dose of this substance will often 
reduce the number of pulsations in a well person 
ten beats in a minute, ina few minutes after 
being taken. 

In a diseased state of the system, accompanied 
with increased arterial actior, the sedative effects 
are much more striking. A female, in a case of 
subacute bronchitis, with a pulse of 132, and 
the mucous rattle very loud, with a burried respi- 
ration and colliquative sweating, had her pulse 
reduced from this number to 100 in a minute in 
twenty-four hours, and in eight days to 88, with 
@ corresponding improvement of all the symp- 
toms, 

I could detail many cases showing its sedative 
effects on the system, but select only a few. 

A child of Thomas Pewman’s, aged four 
years, had been sick three weeks with acute 
bronchitis, affecting also the parenchyma of the 
lungs, which had assumed a chronic form. It 
was much emaciated; febrile exacerbations of 
the hectic character daily; great dyspnoea; col- 
liquative sweatings, with occasional attacks of 
diarrhoea; cough frequent and distressing ; con- 
stant mucous rattle; vomiting occasionally in 
the paroxysms of coughing; complete anorexia. 
The subcutaneous veins are thick, and especially 
on the back of the chest were much enlarged, and 
apparently more numerous, so as to give the 
skin at times a mottled and livid hue. There 
was also cedema of the feet and legs and face. 
The pulse was 160; cold chills and hot spells 
every day; was believed by all observers to be 
sinking fast, with the prospect of not surviving 
much longer. 

Having pursued the ordinary treatment in 
such diseases, as small doses of calomel and 
ipecac., antimony, Ethiop’s mineral, tr. lobelia, 
alkaline solutions, emollient fomentations, and 
cataplasms to the chest, with blisters to the 
same part, without much effect on the disease, I 
was about to abandon the case, when I pre- 
seribed the ferro-cyanate of potash for the severe 
cough for which opiates had been tried, but em- 
barrassed the expectoration. 

A solution of this salt, 3] to water 3}, was 
directed in doses of ten drops, three times a day. 





Be: This article was referred to by Dr. Dutcher, in a commu- 
nication published in the Reporter for July 26th. We 
republish it entire at the request of a number of subscribers. 
—(Eps. Mep. anp Sure, REPORTER. ] 
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The pulse in a few days fell to 140, with a dimin- 
ished expectoration and abatement of the sweat- 
ing, and cough, and dyspnea, and some 
improvement in the appetite and strength. By 
a continuance of this article, with no other medi- 
cine, he was in nine weeks gradually restored to 
his former health, and is at this time a well, stout 
boy, having enjoyed uninterrupted health ever 
since August, 1832. 

I could detail a number of similar cases, but 
think one sufficient, where the number has been 
enough to establish the point desired, 

I will now state some of its observed effects 
on the system in different diseases. 

1. Sedative Effects—These render it appli- 
cable to many diseases of increased action of the 
vascular system and morbid sensibility of the 
nerves, ’ 

In many diseases of an inflammatory and pain- 
ful character, it is often, when judiciously used, 
of signal benefit in allaying inordinate action 
and lessening pain. In erysipelas of the 
epidemic kind, it has in three or four cases, where 
the disease attacked the head and face, appeared 
so far to remove the pain which had been very 
severe, as to render it very tolerable throughout 
the remainder of the attack by continuing its use. 
In some of these cases, opium or Dover’s pow- 
ders had been used, and in one produced an in- 
crease of the cephalalgia and delirium. In a 
puerperal case (Mrs. L.) it afforded almost im- 
mediate relief to the headache. ; 

May 7th, 1834.—Mrs. L., pulse 130; third 
day after accouchment, pains in the abdomen and 
back, and violent headache; burning in the 
stomach and bowels; has milk and lochia. 
Ordered solution prussiate pot. forty drops every 
fourth hour; tr. lobelia and vin. antimon., aa. 
gtt. x, every hour, between the other medicine. 

8th, 7 a. Mmi—Much beter; pulse 88; says the 
pruss. potash afforded great relief to the pain in 
the head in a few minutes after taking the first 
dose. 

13th.—Having been somewhat exposed, had 
chills, followed by heat and return of headache ; 
pulse 120. Sig. Diaphoresis with vin. antimon., tr. 
lobelia and sol. pruss. pot. 3j, alternately every 
hour until diaphoresis is excited; then every 
three hours sol. pruss. pot. and omit other medi- 
cine. 

14th.—Better ; pulse 90. Sig. pruss. pot. gtt. 
xl, every fourth hour. 

15th, 3 vp. M.—Better; pulse 62; cephalalgia 
and pain in the bowels gone; had a good night. 

Other diseases in which it has been used with 
advantage are lung fever before expectoration, 
or after it has become very copious ; brain fever 
or cephalitis and. delirium from inflammatory 
fever; in watchfulness, either from fever or ner- 
vous excitement, it often proves the best anodyne 
or hypnotic that can be used, and it possesses 
the advantage over opiates of not producing sub- 
sequent cerebral congestion. f 

While writing these remarks, I have a patient 
with an affection of the brain, the twelfth day of 
the disease, who had been delirious for two nights 








464 


and two days, and without sleep, with lucid in- 
tervals. One teaspoonful of the sol. pruss. pot. 
was given at eight rp. m., and direction to con- 
tinue the medicine, thirty drops every second 
hour until sleep was induced, and then every 
fourth hour. In the morning I was informed he 
had slept all night, eXcept when waked; took 
only two doses after the first; is sane, and has 
been so with one exception. Pulse 104; yester- 
day, 132. ight o'clock this morning, pulse 76 ; 
has been calm ; no delirium; dose of thirty-five 
drops every fourth hour.* It is a valuable 
remedy in the convulsions of children after 
proper evacuations, 

2. Diaphoretic.—It sometimes acts in this 
manner on the system, but in no cases that I 
have observed, except where there was excessive 
vascular action, dnd increased heat of the skin. 
Under these circumstances it has occasionally 
acted as a diaphoretic, but apparently this effect 
was an indirect one; the result of its sedative 
action, reducing the heat and circulation down 
to the sweating point, in a similar manner to 
bleeding in inflammatory diseases. 

3. Astringent.—This effect is seen in its power 
of diminishing excessive discharges ; but whether 
it be a primary, direct, or indirect effect, I am 
bas ate to say. 

ts powers are most conspicuously seen in the 
colliquative sweats attendant on chronic bron- 
chitis and phthisis, It will also lessen very 
much the quantity of expectoration in these 
diseases, when that is great and easy. To 
secure all these effects, it must be exhibited reg- 
ularly three, four, or six times in twenty-four 
hours, in as large quantities as the patient can 
bear, without sensibly diminishing the strength, 
or very much embarrassing expectoration. 

Leucorrheea.—In a few cases this disease was 
entirely removed by the use of this article. One 
female, who has long been troubled with this 
complaint, and formerly with oe has 
for two years past kept this article by her, and 
when the leuchorrhcea was brought on by over- 
exercise, which was very apt to occur, she inva- 
riably was able to remove it in a few days. 
Before using this article she had tried the various 
remedies in common use in the profession, but 
had received no permanent benefit. She was 
one of those delicate, feeble, nervous constitu- 
tions, that perplex physicians so much and often, 
in devising remedies which their idiosyncrasies 
will tolerate. And for her nervous complaints, 
as cephalagia and watchfulness, and pain in the 
limbs, no anodyne does so well as the ferro-cya- 
nate. Fora number of years she has been the 
subject of chronic gastritis. 

It will, not unfrequently, if continued some 
time in full doses, produce ptyalism, with red- 
ness, swelling and tenderness of the gums, and 
ys gp of the mouth and fauces, but no swelling 
of the salivary glands or fetor of the breath 
have been noticed, the absence of which symp- 





* In the ago ro referred to there is to-day a very copious 
diaphoresis, induced probably by this medicine, 
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toms leads me to the conclusion, that the ptyalism 
is not produced by any accidental admixture of 
mercury in the preparation, as has been supposed 
to be the cause of the hydrocyanic acid some 
times producing ptyalism. In two cases of 
diarrhea it ae the discharge. In neu- 
ralgic pains of the head, face, teeth, and side in 
some cases, it has afforded very prompt relief. 
In coughs dependent on bronchitis, when the ex- 
pectoration is loose and easy, it is a valuable 
article. In the latter stages of hooping-cough, 
if judiciously managed, and the system kept un- 
interruptedly under its influence, I consider it the 
best article I have ever tried, and believe it has 
the power of abridging very much the time and 
suffering of the subject of this disease. But 
it must not be exhibited until the bronchial 
membrane has taken on the secretory and excre- 
tory action. When tlie cough is hard and dry, 
it should first be altered by emetics, catharties. 
and expectorants to one of a hurried kind, 
When given in an over-dose it occasions vertigo, 
coldness, and numbness, with a sensation of 
gastric sinking, sometimes universal tremors, 
as in an ague fit. 

Dose and form of administration I prefer a 
solution, a8 more convenient in gradually aug- 
menting the dose. It is made as follows: R. 
Ferro-cyanatis potasse, 3ij ; aque pure, 3j. M. 
ft. sol. Of this solution I give from thirty to 
sixty drops—ten to twenty grains. ‘Thirty drops, 
if repeated, is the medium dose for an adult. 
Forty-five drops—fifteen grains—is as large as 
is safe, given once in four or six hours. An over- 
dose is relieved by the aromatic tincture. 

What precise relation there is between this 
article and the hydrocyanic acid, the cyanuret of 
potassium, and the hydrocyanate of potassa, 
(although I have used all these articles, and am 
satisfied that there is a difference in their proper- 
ties,) I am, as yet, unable to point out.—Am. 
Jour. Med. Sciences, No. xxx., Feb., 1835. 


———— 2. o—-- 


Another Compliment to Surgeon Cuyler, U. 
S. A.—State or New York, Suraron-Generats’ 
Orricr, ALBany, July 21, 1862.—Brig.-General 
Witiram A. Hammonp, Surgeon-General, U.S. 
Army. Sir :—In transmitting through you to 
the honorable Secretary of War the inclosed 
communication, I perform the most agreeable 
duty which has thus far devolved upon me. You 
who are so thoroughly conversant with the qual- 
ities of mind and heart which characterize Dr. 
Cuyter, will see in this but a merited eompli- 
ment to a true and noble man. You will find 
among the signatures the best names of New 
York, and it would be difficult to find on this 
side of the Atlantic, or on the other either, a 
jury of medical men whose verdict is entitled to 
more weight. ‘To the above expression I beg to 
add, from gcse observation, my cordial affir- 
mation. 1 have the honor to remain 

Your obedient servant, 
8S. Oaxrey VanpeErport, 
Surgeon.General, N. Y. 


> 
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GOVERNMENT OF CHILDREN. 

In a late number we made some remarks on 
the importance of having school-houses con- 
structed on sanitary principles. The health of 
teacher and scholar alike, who spend several 
hours a day in these buildings, often under the 
exercise of intense mental application, demands 
at the hands of our school-boards that earnest, 
intelligent, and practical attention to the sub- 
ject, which will secure so important and desirable 
a result, 

There is another subject, having a very impor- 
tent bearing on the sanitary condition of the 
children in our public schools, on which we pro- 
pose to add a few observations to those of a 
respected correspondent in another column. We 
refer to government—but, as only a small share 
of the responsibility of government is borne by 
teachers, our remarks on the subject must be of 
general application. 








Words would scarcely avail to portray the 
happiness and prosperity of a nation made up of 
well ordered, christian families. Its prisons, 
almshouses and hospitals, if indeed such institu- 
tions had any existence at all, would be almost 
tenantless. The rate of mortality in such a na- 
tion would be at a minimum. The patriarchal 
father of a numerous and happy progeny would 
spend the evening of his days in peace and hap- 
piness among his children, caressed, respected 
and beloved by them, and calmly and peacefully 
await a happy transition from the toils and cares 
of this world to that world where toils and cares 
are not known. Very little time would be lost 
from productive labor by sickness. The nation 
would be rich, the people would be healthy, 
intelligent and happy. Alas! this not over- 
drawn picture belongs to the “good time” 
which has not yet come. May Heaven speed 
the day! 


Lack of family discipline, we hesitate not to 
say, is the prime cause of much of the sickness 
and mortality by which individuals, families, 
communities and nations, are impoverished. It 
is the wicked, who, according to Holy Scripture, 
“do not live out half their days.” There is not 
a practitioner of medicine who reads these re- 
marks who cannot corroborate them from the 
result of his own observation and experience, 
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How few well-governed families the physician 
encounters in his daily rounds! True, one rea- 
son is, it is not such families he is called upon to 
visit often, except on occasions of increase. 
What often passes as government in families, is 
a mere tyrannical exercise of brute force, which 
does not in the least degree have the moral effect 
on the minds of children of judicious govern- 
ment. On the contrary, it sours their tempers, 
alienates them from their homes, and having no 
attractions there, they choose their companions 
among the vicious, and soon prove to be adepts 
in the vices and irregularities in which they too 
often lay the foundation of loss of health, char- 
acter, and life itself. Such children enter our 
schools, and contaminate those whose early train- 
ing, though not perfect, has been superior to 
theirs. Of course, such influences tend to create 
insubordination and difficulty in schools, adding 
greatly to the labors and responsibilities of 
teachers, and diminishing the amount of benefit 
derived from the time devoted to study. A 
school composed of children who have been well 
governed at home, will not give their teacher half 
the anxiety and trouble, while they will learn 
twice as much, as one where the children have 
not been under proper family discipline. 


Teachers who have a capacity for government, 
it is true, can accomplish a good deal, even with 
children who have not been governed at home— 
and one may occasionally be found who can do 
this without a resort to corporal punishment. 
The fact that corporal punishment is sometimes 
abused by teachers, is no argument against its 
proper administration. It is the teacher who 
does not know how to govern himself, and not 
the mode of punishment, that should be abol- 
ished. Want of government in the family is the 
primary evil—but it may be perpetuated, nay, 
intensified by lack of discipline in the school 
room. Where there is so much insubordination 
in the family, it is of vast consequence to the 
sanitary and social interests of society that our 
school teacbers, through whose hands nearly all 
our children pass, should be good disciplinarians. 
If they are not, it should be regarded as a dis- 
qualification. Said a parent to a teacher at the 
close of his first term in a country district school, 
“T must give you the credit of having governed 
this school better than it has been for many 
years, and if you had taught nothing, but only 
governed the school, as you have done, I should 
be satisfied.” That man’s son was not governed 
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at home, gave the teacher a great deal of trouble, 
and afterward brought grief upon his family. 
Every physician, particularly those who prac- 
tice in our public institutions, has opportunities 
of seeing the evil results of bad family govern- 
ment in a sanitary point of view. It is particu- 
larly noticeable in our almshouses, and hospitals 
for the insane, and our houses of correction 
furnish many instances of blasted health as well 
as moral delinquency, resulting from this cause. 
Our profession has many opportunities of giv- 
ing brief and pointed lectures with good illus- 
trative subjects before them, on this important 
subject, and we trust that they will not fail to 
improve them. A contemplation of the far- 
reaching importance of the subject, both for time 
and eternity, is overwhelming, and we commend 
it to our readers, hoping that they will appreciate 
its importance, and exert their influence to ele- 
vate family government to its proper position, 





EDITORIAL NOTES AND COMMENTS. 


American Dental Association.—This Associ- 
ation met at Cleveland, Ohio, on the 29th of 
July. The attendance seems to have been quite 
small, there being, in all, but fifteen members 
reported as present. The meeting, however, 
seems to have been a spirited and profitable one. 
Several essays were read and discussed. Among 
them was one by Dr. J. H. McQuitien, of this 
city; the subject being “ An Inquiry relative to 
the Distribution of Blood-vessels and Nerve- 
fibres to the Tubuli of Human Dentine ;” also, 
one by Dr. J. F. Fraaa, also of this city, on 
* Arsenious Acid as a Devitalizer of the Dental 
Palp.” 

The following were elected officers for the 
ensuing year: President, Dr. Geo. Wart, of 
Xenia, Ohio; Vice Presidents, Drs. W. II. 
Auten, of New York City, and W. D. Sronz, 
of Lexington, Ky.; Recording Secretary, Dr. 
J. Tart, of Cincinnati, Ohio; Corresponding 
Secretary, Dr. J. F. Jounston, of Indianapolis, 
Indiana; Zreasurer, Dr. W. A. Paste, of Day- 
ton, Ohio. 

The Association adjourned to meet in Phila- 
delphia in July, 1863. 





American Dental Convention.—The Eighth 
Annual Meeting of this Organization was held 
at Trenton Falls, N. Y., on the 5th inst; the 
President, Dr. Joun Auten, of New York City, 
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in the chair. There was a good attendance of 
members, particularly from New York State. 
A communication was received and read from 
Surgeon-General Hammonp, U. S. A., expressing 
his most unqualified approval of the introduction 
of dentists, as such, into the army and navy; he 
regarded it as an important matter, and made 
some suggestions in regard to it. The Conven- 
tion tendered a resolution of thanks to the Sur- 
geon-General for the interest he manifested in 
the subject. 

The following were elected officers for the 
ensuing year: Dr. A. Westcort, of Syracuse, 
President; Dr. J. Tart, of Cincinnati, Vice 
President ; Dr. W. B. Rozerts, of New York 
City, Corresponding Secretary ; Dr. F. SEARLE, 
of Springfield, Massachusetts, Recording Secre- 
tary ; and Dr. J. C. Rossins, of Jersey City, N. 
J., Treasurer. 

Dr. Aten, the retiring President, delivered 
an address on “The best means of advancing 
Dental Science.” This he maintained was to be 
done by enlightened, associated, and individual 
effort. 

Dr. Westcott, the new President, then ad- 
dressed the Convention in a few well-timed 
remarks on “ Associated Effort.” 


The regular order of business was a discussion 
on Anesthetics. Chloroform and ether had 
their respective advocates, and some discarded 
anesthetics by inhalation, but used local anes- 
thetics. It was evident that the Convention was 
ill at ease on this subject, and we very much 
doubt whether some of the members, who, in 
speaking of chloroform, assumed a very familiar, 
patronizing manner—-yet, with an evident “ Who’s 
afraid ?” tone-use it as freely as they tried to give 
the impression they did. One very independent, 
self-reliant man, Dr. F. Szarte, of Springfield, 
Mass., affects to despise physicians. He is re- 
ported as having said that he “does not calla 
physician, to avoid responsibility ; knows more 
about chloroform than physicians usually do; 
will not let a physician control him,” etc. 

Nevertheless, we will venture to give our den- 
tal friends this little piece of advice. In the 
present state of knowledge on the subject, avoid 
anzsthetics if possible ; but when you use any, 
use ether. The anxsthetic controversy will be 
settled after awhile, and no doubt in such a way 
that there will no longer remain any doubt about 
using anesthetics by inhalation, or what partic- 
ular one to use, Investigations on this subject 
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come more properly within the province of the 
medical man, and it will be safe for the dentist 
to follow his lead. In saying this, we are well 
aware that to a dentist—the late Dr. Wetts, of 
Hartford, Conn.—the world is indebted for the 
first practical application of anesthetics by inha- 
lation. 


The anesthetic question being settled, or rather 
left unsettled, the Convention lost itself in a 
maze of discussions on “ rubber work,” “ vulcan- 
izers,” “ guages,” “ alloys,” “exposed pulps,” etc., 
etc., in which we will not attempt to follow 
them. 


In discussing the merits of “rubber work” as 
compared with gold in the manufacture of artifi- 
cial plates, the discussion seems to have taken 
something of “an eye to business” turn. 


Dr. Tart, of Cincinnati—Expressed much re- 
gret at the state of things arising from the 
indiscriminate use of rubber work. It has be- 
come so cheapened that it brings this department 
of dental practice down to the level of the com- 
mon tinker; it not only exercises a pernicious 
influence upon this department, but as great and 
injurious an influence upon the operative depart- 
ment also. Many reason on this wise, If artifi- 
cial teeth are made so cheap and as good as 
represented, I will not be at the expense and 
pre of having my natural teeth filled. I will 
et them go, since I can supply their place so 
easily. Reasoning of this kind influences the 
great mass of the people, and it is difficult to 
meet it, not because it is not fallacious, but be- 
cause it is specious. 

The present state of affairs in regard to this 
matter tends to discourage all our best operators, 
because their cherished and best efforts for the 
elevation of the profession are thereby frus- 
trated. How shall this growing evil be met? 
Let every one take this problem for investigation, 
and action too. 

Dr. Westcotr—T ook up this subject, and con- 
tinued at some length upon it, urging it upon 
the profession to correct this matter, as they 
only have the power to do it, 


Dentists, therefore, prefer making gold plates 
at a hundred dollars, to rubber ones at twenty- 
five, and they propose to “correct this matter 
(z. e., the demand for rubber plates) as they only 
have the power to do it.” Is that it? 

After laying out a pretty extensive ré/e of 
business for the next annual meeting, the Con- 
vention adjourned to meet at Saratoga Springs, 
on the first Tuesday of August, 1863. 

On the whole, the Convention seems to have 
had a pleasant and profitable meeting. 

Why do not these two Societies unite ? 
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Release of Rebel Surgeons.—On the 26th of 
June, we learn from the Chicago Medical 
Journal, the rebel surgeons in Camp Douglass 
near Chicago, were unconditionally released, in 
accordance with the humane and very proper 
arrangement recently entered into between our 
Government and the insurgents. We trust that 
this will be a principle to be recognized in all 
future wars, if we must have wars and fightings. 
We would like to know to whom to credit the 
first practical application of this humane princi- 
ple of treating surgeons as non-combatants, but 
we believe it belongs to the rebel Gen. T. J. 
(“ Stonewall,”) Jackson, or rather, perhaps, to 
Dr. Maguire, his brigade surgeon. 

The rebel surgeons released at Camp Doug- 
lass numbered nineteen, most, if not all of them 
were captured at Forts Henry and Donelson. 
The following are their names : 

Joseph Sandeck, Surgeon Heavy Artillery ; 
Sam’l H. Caldwell, Surgeon 46th Tennessee ; 
Thos. J. Taliaferro, Ass’t Surgeon 41st Tennes- 
see; Delmos F. Connell, Ass’t Surgeon lst 
Alabama; J. McLin Driver, Surgeon 55th 
Tennessee; Mathew H. Oiver, Ass’t Surgeon 
17th Alabama; Robert H. Redwood, Surgeon 
2lst Alabama; Caleb Foxey, Ass’t Surgeon 
19th Alabama; Elisha G. Greenlee, Surgeon 2d 
Kentncky ; Robert G. Rothrock, Ass’t Surgeon 
2d Kentucky ; John F. Kennedy, Surgeon 14th 
Mississippi; Kelly Williams, Ass’t Surgeon 14th 
Mississippi; John F. McDowell, Ass’t Surgeon 
12th Alabama; Robt. A. Fulton, Ass’t Surgeon 
ith Texas; Thos. B. Elkin, Ass’t Surgeon 20th 
Mississippi; William A. Martin, Surgeon Ist 
Ala., Tenn. and Miss.; Michael J. Bolar, Sur- 


‘/ geon 17th Alabama; Sam’l B. Johnston, Ass’t 


Surgeon, Regular C. S. A.; Jas. W. Duprer, 
Ass't Surgeon Light Artillery. 
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Intermediate Letter—Management of Public 
Schools, 
Philadelphia, August, 1862. 

Eprrors or THE Reporter.—I had intended 
to write a letter, following up the subject intro- 
duced in my last, namely, Brain Pressure, one 
of the causes of Epilepsy, stating some means by 
which improvements might be made in our pub- 
lic schools, and to be called by the heading of 
this, an Intermediate Letter. 

Though in your able article in the same num- 
ber with mine, you have well treated the subject 
of School Houses, and thus “stolen a part of 
my thunder,” or taken so much wind out my 
sails, yet still, there seem to me to be some 
points demanding attention upon other improve- 
ments. 

I endorse all that you have said about 
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“School Houses,” and think the citizens of 
Philadelphia ought to thank you for saying it, 
and profit by the good advice. 

You speak of the importance of “school 
houses being rendered attractive and pleasing to 
the eye.” Will you ask our “ School Controllers” 
to visit some of the houses (if houses they may 
be called) in which some of the Primary and 
Secondary Schools are kept. Will they not find 
them located in little, dirty, narrow, ill-ventilated 
lanes and courts where scarcely a breath of good 
air can find admission? Just the reverse, as to 
space and open ground, from what you have 
recommended. I have been astonished that any 
School Director or Controller should ever have 
thought of locating a school in such places. 

Then, ask them to look into the houses, in 
which these schools are kept. Surely, I have no 
disposition to make them worse than they are. 
It is always wise to make the best of every thing ; 
and, if wise men, men of education, physicians, 
clergymen, lawyers, intelligent merchants, such 
as usually comprise our Board of School Direc- 
tors and Controllers, can satisfy themselves that 
these house are suitable places for their children 
to occupy, why, then let them be continued as 
they are. In some of them there is no proper 
provision made for ventilation. I know that in | 
one of them, there were no windows bit on one | 
side, and that the Directors had a window put in | 
on the other side the last season. ‘The writer | 
will be much mistaken if there are not many 
found now, in which there are no windows on the | 
front and back of the rooms, and all know that | 
no room can be sufficiently ventilated from one | 
side only. 

It is possible, also, that some improvements | 
may be made as to the government of the pupils, 
in the schools. In some Wards, the Directors have 
a rule that no corporeal punishment shall be in- 
flicted upon a pupil,—‘‘ corporeal punishment | 
will not be allowed under any circumstances,” 

This may not be the rule in all the School 
Districts. It is a verbatim quotation, however, | 
from one of the “ By-laws of the Board of Direc- 
tors,” in one District, and in how many more, 
the writer is not apprised. 

We live in an age of progress. We have 
pseudo-philanthropists who always sympathize 
with the criminal ; you must overcome him with 
love. Why, but lately, a President of the 
United States knew of no law to ‘‘coerce a 
State.’ The deplorable condition in which our 
country is now found, is to be ascribed, in no 
small degree, to this idea prevailing in the com- 
munity—men and children may do as they please. 
Love is the only governing principle. 1f men 
and States rebel and violate their oaths before 
high Heaven, treat them kindly. “ You cannot 
coerce them.” If they become pirates on the 
high seas, treat them kindly. If they are taken 
in arms, fighting against the life of the nation, 
treat them kindly, make them promise to do 
better and let them go. This is the way to over- 
come them. If, in the so-called loyai States, they 
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talk like traitors, and publish seditious articles, 
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treat them kindly, or, at the most, shut them up 
alittle while, make them promise to do better, 
and then let them go. You cannot coerce them, 
> corporeal punishment must be inflicted upon 
them. 

So, if children disobey at school,” no corporeal 
punishment will be allowed under any circum- 
stances.” Shut. them up a little while, keep them 
in, half the intermission, and half, or an hour 
after, and thus punish the faithful teacher twice 
as much as you do the young culprit. I know 
more than one female teacher—more than one 
such has applied to me for medical advice—where 
health has been broken down by this extra con- 
finement, because idle, naughty, not to say im- 
pertinent boys would not get their lessons during 
the regular school hours. This is too cruel to 
good and faithful teachers, who earn their small 
stipend without having one or two extra hours 
added to their daily task, merely because they are 
not allowed to make such pupils get their lessons 
in due time; or rather, because parents will not 
make them mind at home. A pupil made to 
mind at home rarely needs punishment at school. 
I may say, never. 

But, we are told, there is one other punish 
ment which the teacher can inflict upon the 
disobedient pupil—suspend him from the school 
till the Committee of the Directors meet. Yes 
this is allowable; and now for its result. The 
first time the writer visited a school, he was the 
only one of the Committee present. A little 
urchin, bold as a street beggar, was brought 
forward by the teacher, who had been suspended 
to await the decision of the Directors. ‘The follow- 
ing colloquy ensued. How many times have 
How many 
do youthink? Ten or a dozen. Well, if you 
are now reinstated, will you behave better? Yes. 
Have you always promised to do better? ’Spose 
Ihave. Well, if you have already promised ten 
or a dozen times to do better, and have not done 
it, what reason have I to think you will do it 
now? Don’t know. You say, you will behave 
well if you are reinstated? Yes. Remember, 
then, if you are suspended again, you will be dis- 
missed from the school. Do you agree to this? 
No answer. You must tell me. If you trans- 
gress again, and are again suspended, are you 
willing to be expelled from the school? Yes. 

‘T'wo weeks after this, he was again brought up 
for misdemeanor, and was expelled. 

Now, what possible good does such suspension 
and such extorted promises do? Not one jot. 
The result of such a course is, the school gets a 
bad name, begins to decrease in the nnmber of 
its pupils, every body wishing to send elsewhere. 
The Directors do not wish to expel any, because 
the school is already too small, and so it goes on 
diminishing, because it has the name of being a 
bad school. 

Now, let one such boy, who richly deserves 
“the rod,” be decently whipped, either by his 
parents, or by the teacher; and, if by the latter, 
it will do more to change the character for the 
better, of such a school, than keeping a hun- 
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dred pupils a hundred times after school hours, 
or suspending half the school, “ten or a dozen 
times apiece.” 

But, is it not barbarous to inflict corporeal 
punishment, in this enlightened age? 

We have already said, it has been so con- 
sidered by some high in authority. Still, I deny 
it. The Author of our being inflicts it, and 
why may not we? It is neither base, unwise, 
barbarous, nor cruel in Him. We suspect, he 
punishes with head-ache, fever, or gout. We 
put our finger in the fire, and our very flesh, a 
part of this dear body is burned. We become 
self-abusers, and he punishes us with epilepsy. 
We misuse our eyes, and he punishes us with 
acute pain in them. “ Order is Heaven’s first 
law.” We transgress this order, and violate 
God’s laws, and he punishes us with languor, 
vertigo, inflammation, insanity, idiocy, with the 
whole catalogue of diseases and death, 

If punishment, if corporeal punishment is bar- 
barous, what must be the character of the God 
of nature? 

But, it is an old system. Yes, as old as 
nature, “ ordained or ever the foundations of the 
earth were laid,” and, as immutable as the pillars 
of the throne of the eternal. 

“As ye have sown, so shall ye reap.” 


We may call it barbarous, we may inveigh 
against the Author of nature for thus inflicting 
corporeal punishment upon us; but God, in the 
great laboratory of nature, will still ply his whips 
and scourges, constantly and unerringly. We 
may think corporeal punishment is behind our 
age. But God punishes in the body just as 
much as though we considered it not at all. 

But this is not all, He has declared “he that 
spareth the rod, hateth his son ;” and thousands 
have blessed the day, in after life, and the parent 
and teacher, who scourged them for their diso- 
bedience in childhood, just as our brethren in 
the South, through all coming time, will bless 
our Government for inflicting corporeal punish- 
ment till they are “coerced” to become loyal 
and obedient citizens. 

Then, it seems to me, it would be a great im- 
provement in our school system to have all the 
families in each district send their children to 
the schools located in their own district. I have 
been told, there is a law to this effect, but it re- 
mains as a dead letter, or like the senatus con- 
sultum against Cataline, as a sword in the scab- 
bard. 

The practice now is, for persons to send to any 
school they choose, from any part of the city, and 
the consequence is, one school which has a bet- 
ter reputation than others, is crowded to over- 
flowing, while others, in the very vicinity, are 
almost deserted. Upon examining, for instance, 
whence the-pupils in the Zane street School came 
from, it is found they are from all parts of the 
city, some of them from the most remote and 
distant portions. It seems to me a much better 
course would be, to limit the attendance at any 
school to the bounded District, or Section, or 
Ward of the School. This would tend to equalize 


CORRESPONDENCE. 





469 


the numbers inthe different schools, and conse- 
quently, to make them all equally good. 

These hints are thrown out, not at all in the 
way of dictation; but, with the hope that they 
may have some influence in improving these 
schools, by one who has had some experience, 
and long felt a deep interest in public schools. 
They will, of course, pass for what they are worth, 
and no more. There are other items that might 
well be named. such as the question of the expe- 
diency of two Boards, like a Senate and House 
of Representatives, to manage these schools. 
My own impression is, that one Board would be 
much preferable to two. Or, even that each 
Ward should do its own business, both of direct- 
ing and controlling—terms which seem to mean 
avout the same thing—all matters pertaining to 
the schools of the Ward. Then, it is question- 
able, judging from the proceedings of the last 
year, whether there might not be some improve- 
ment in managing the High Schools. But per- 
haps I have said sufficient for the present. 

Ww. M. Cornett, M, D. 





Surgical Instruments in the International 
Exhibition.—Prof. Cuas. A. Lez, now in Eu- 
rope, writes as follows to the American Medical 
Times concerning the display of surgical instru- 
ments at the International Exhibition in London. 


The immense display of surgical instruments 
from almost every country on the globe, except 
our own, including even Japan, cannot but 
attract the notice of medical men. My notice 
of them, however, must necessarily be very gen- 
eral and brief; but you will: find excellent de- 
scriptions, with illustrations of all the most 
important instruments here exhibited, by Dr. . 
Fearr, in the “ London Medical Times and 
Gazette,” to which I would invite your attention. 
Most of the instruments and appliances intended 
for the cure and relief of disease, are collected 
and arranged in one department, and form a class 
especially devoted to the purpose, and of course 
are readily examined and compared. There are 
about one hundred and thirty cases of surgical 
instruments exhibited of all sorts; about one- 
fourth of them dental; and there is no end to 
the plasters, stretchers, artificial limbs and eyes, 
respirators, breast-pumps, magnetic apparatus, 
electro-chemical baths, vee sphygmom- 
eters, ozonometers, philosophical and chemical 
apparatus, &c. A slight general survey will 
satisfy the observer that human ingenuity has 
been taxed to the utmost, and has actually sup- 
plied all the mechanical apparatus and instro- 
ments which can possibly be devised for the cure 
or alleviation of human ailments, and that noth- 
ing more remains for human invention to discover 
in this department hereafter, No man of phi- 
lanthropic feelings, can view these immense 
collections without a sentiment of pride and 
gratitude, that so much science, skill, and inge- 
nuity have been so successfully exerted in devis- 
ing means for the relief of human suffering. 
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The improvements in the mechanical depart-| it a great many ti.g2s on a napkin without any 
ment of surgical science have been immense | fatal accident, but { shudder when I think of 
during the last quarter of a century, and even | some of my cases, where resuscitation was effected 
during the last ten years; and as much has been | with difficulty. I have seen much of chloroform 
done to simplify instruments and render them | inhalation since I have been in London, and no 
more practically useful, as in the invention of | approach to danger where an inhaler was used ; 
new ones. It is, however, very evident that | but in two cases where it was administered on a 
many surgical instrument-makers lose sight of | napkin, both the pulse and respiration were sus- 
that important maxim, that simplicity, not com-| pended for a considerable period. There are 
plicity, is the object to be aimed at in their con-| patent inhalers of Weiss, Snow, Ciover, and 
struction. The French, as it seems to me, have | other manufacturers, which regulate with the 
been especially regardless of this principle ; while | utmost exactness both the percentage of atmos- 
the English have always kept it more in view. | pheric air, and chloroform, which the patient 
It would perhaps be invidious to make a compar- | inhales, so that there is not the slightest danger 
ison between the French and British exhibitors, | whatever of any accident from administering too 
but I am free to say that the relative progress of | large a quantity, if ordinary care be used. Four 
the two nations, in this regard, during the last | per cent. of chloroform is as large a proportion 
ten years, appears to me to be in favor of the | as it is safe to give. This exact quantity can 
English, The instruments of the latter have | always be secured by a properly constructed in- 
undergone a most marked improvement in regard | haler. 
to lightness, skilful adaptation to the end de- The cases of M. Carriere, the celebrated 
sigued, elegance of finish, and ingenuity of con-| French instrament maker, will well repay an 
struction, The recent improvements in ortho-| attentive examination. For originality and in- 
peedic surgery are especially worthy of note, | genuity of contrivance, I believe this manufac- 
especially the appliances intended to counteract | turer stands unrivalled. His urethrotomes, dila- 
the paralysis of certain sets of muscles, as of | tors, and lithotomes have a world-wide celebrity, 
the foot, forearm, and hand. I am tempted to) and his specula of two, three and four valves, are 
— over that unscientific, unphilosophical, and} as yet unsurpassed. I do not learn that his 

orridly cruel instrument, the écrasewr and its | uteroscope has been of much practical service as 
various modifications, invented by Savigny nearly: | yet, although favorably noticed, I believe, by the 
one hundred years ago, and long since fallen into} French Academy of Medicine; his modified 
disuse. It is to be regretted that, in this hu-| tracheotomy tube is far superior to the one in 
mane age, any surgeon of any country can be | ordinary use; and his new obstetric forceps, the 
found, who will give any countenance to such a| blades of which can be elongated, have some 
barbarous instrument, or that any manufacturer | important advantages over those of the ordinary 
dare exhibit it among the legitimate appliances | kind. 
of scientific surgery. But it is impossible amidst such a lavish dis- 
play to go into detail in regard to particular 
instruments; a few national characteristics, it 
may, perhaps, be well to notice. The French, it 
seems to me, excel in novelty, smoothness of 
finish, and temper of the steel; they have also a 
greater variety; while the English makers study 
practical utility more, and adaptation to objects 
in view. There is a profusion of gold and ivory 
about some of the English cases in the form of 

Nor have diseases of the male genital organs | gilded blades and ivory handles, which are not in 
received less attention, as shown by the great | good taste, but rather meretricious ornaments, 
variety of catheters sounds, dilators, scarifiers, | which, if they do not positively detract from, 
lithotrites, urethrotomes, and even urethroscopes; | certainly add nothing to the value of the instra- 
by which we are able to see the interior surface | ments. I regret that none of our American 
of the human bladder, just as we can see the | instrument-makers have entered the lists in this 
vocal cords and internal surface of the larynx, | department, as I am satisfied, their ingenuity, 
by means of the laryngoscope. Moreover, we | skill, and workmanship, would not suffer by com- 
are glad to see saws of lighter construction and | parison with any of the competitors whose sam- 
more teeth; bone forceps of different curves and | ples are now on exhibition here. In artificial 
capable of more extended applications ; new and | limbs, for example, we can, unquestionably, bear 
improved trephines; and very ingenious appli- | away the palm from all competitors. We may 
ances, intended to relieve congenital and other | not be able to show so great a variety as the 
deficiencies of the hard and soft palate. In| French, as we study simplicity and practical 
regard to chloroform inhalers, unfortunately | utility more; but we can at least point to as suc- 
rarely used in the United States, I must acknowl- | cessful results from our great operations, and 
edge myself wholly converted to the expediency | those of a more delicate, though not dangerous 
of employing them whenever this powerful agent) kind, as those of the eye, for instance, as the 
is administered. It is true I have administered ; French, English, or any other nation, 





The recent increased attention given to dis- 
eases of females has stimulated inventors to 
furnish a great variety of instruments intended 
for the relief of this class of diseases, such as 
pessaries, uterine sounds, hysterotomes, instru- 
ments for the treatment of uterine polypi, vesico- 
vaginal fistula, znéra and extra-uterine and vagi- 
nal specula, &c. 
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Army Correspondence. 

The following letter, written by Mrs. Senator 
Harwan, we copy from the Philadelphia Press. 
It was written with no expectation of its being 
published. The letter is dated at Culpepper, 
Va, Aug. 18, and was written soon after the 
severe battle of Cedar Mountain. It will serve 
to shew one way in which our sick and wounded 
soldiers are provided for—and in this view is 
worthy of permanent record. 


Mr. D. Eaton, Chairman of Finance Com- 
mittee Pennsylvania Soldiers’ Relief Assoct- 
atvon— 

Dear Str:—About midnight on Wednesday 
night, after we left Alexandria, Mrs. Fales and 
I arrived at this place with our stores. We re- 
ceived your boxes and a keg of choice butter. 
The boxes were filled with the very things most 
needed. In addition to the stores sent me from 
other societies and individuals, I bought in 
Washington and Alexandria a large amount of 
supplies, which I took with me, and have since 
sent down for more, by a speial messenger to 
Alexandria. I have thus made the best invest- 
ment possible of the money placed in my hands 
by your society and others, adding all I had with 
me from my private purse, after seeing what was 
most needed for the sick and wounded. Mrs, 
Fales brought with her a large quantity of stores, 
received from her friends East, and purchased by 
her husband in the city. 

Nothing could have been more timely than 
the arrival of these goods. There is, doubtless, 


‘always great confusion after a great battle. It 


was certainly so here. There seemed to be great 
difficulty in getting supplies in time through 
regular channels. 

The room assigned us for our headquarters was 
in an old carriage-shop. Another room, in the 
same building, was used as the principal amputa- 
tion room; and still others were filled with pa- 
tients. None of these sick rooms had any surgeon 
ur officer to provide for them. There was a great 
scarcity of the most common articles for use. 
These hospitals, when we arrived, were destitute 
of buckets, brooms, pans, &c., and food for the 
sick and wounded men to eat. I made requisi- 
tions, on the strength of the papers furnished 
me by the Government, which the proper officers 
promptly honored. This timely assistance, with 
the stores we had under our personal control, 
enabled us to furnish partial relief to about four- 
teen hundred in and around these hospitals. 
But our best goods are nearly all exhausted ; 
while I write, however, we hear that the good 
people have sent us more, which are now at the 
depot, I do not yet know who to thank for 
this timely aid. We also expect a shipment to- 
day from Alexandria, purchased there by our 
messenger. 

When we first arrived we were not provided 
with a guard. We did not make a requisiton for 
one, because we feared if we attracted the atten- 
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tion of the superior officers from their immediate 
duties, we might be the cause of more damage 
than we could do good. As soon as the poor 
hungry officers and men (for they seemed all to 
fare about alike) saw our stores, the rush was so 
great as to overwhelm us. They thought we 
were some kind of sutlers or eating-house keepers. 
I pitied them from the bottom of my heart. But 
we could do nothing in such a jam of hungry 
men. So we picked up a gun that happened to 
be in our rooms, handed it to a soldier and or- 
dered him to stand guard, and keep the crowd 
away, which he did as promptly as if he had been 
ordered to do so by Gen. Halleck himself, the 
officers and men respecting him in this position 
as deferentially as if he had been placed on this 
duty by the regular officer of the day. 

We have kept our little stove, which we 
brought with us, constantly hot cooking little 
things for the sick, for many of the hospitals have 
nothing to cook in, and Gen, Pope’s order has 
been countermanded. No one is allowed to send 
and get a thing from the rebels. I do not wish 
to attach any blame to Dr. Rauch, the medical 
director here. He has just been appointed; is 
young, but has had large experience, and is a 
superior officer, doing everything that a mortal 
could do to relieve the men under his care, and 
infusing his own spirit and humanity into all 
around him. The medical purveyors here and at 
Alexandria did all in their power to secure the 
necessary supplies, 

Some of the surgeons here worked in the am- 
putation rooms forty-eight hours, day and night, 
with nothing to eat but a hard cracker and a cup 
of coffee. Their self-sacrificing devotion to the 
wounded men deserves the highest praise. We 
see many incidents here which are painful in the 
extreme ; but I suppose these things must be 
expected in war. 

We had notes, late last night, from the medi- 
cal director, requesting us to prepare something 
for special cases. We had been occupied till a 
late hour removing our stores, etc., from the am- 
putating hospital toa tent kindly prepared for 
us by General Green, near his own headquarters, 
he and the officers of his staff learning that we 
had all become sick from the stench arising from 
the amputation rooms. Captain Hodge, the 
chief quartermaster, and an honest and humane 
regular army officer, accompanied, Mrs. Fales 
and myself on our mission, It was truly affect- 
ing to see how grateful they all were for the 
smallest attention. One of these was a colonel 
of a Pennsylvania regiment, who was partially 
paralyzed. After he had eaten the nourtshment 
we had prepared for him, he said to Mrs. Fales 
and me, speaking with the greatest difficulty, “I 
will be the friend of your husbands as long as I 
live, and you, Cap,” turning to Captain Hodge, 
“may God bless you; I will never forget you.” 
As we were bending over another, a private who 
had been mortally wounded in the head, trying 
to stop the flow of blood from the wound, he 
looked ,up at us and said in a plaintive voice, 
“ How good it looks to see women ; it makes me 
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think of my mother and home.” He inquired, 
“ What are your names?” When we told him, 
he remarked, “I am done with this, but I will 
remember you in another world.” He was bleed- 
ing to death, and expired in fifteen minutes 
afterwards. 

Although it seems to do the sick men good to 
see ladies—and doubtless women can do many 


things for the sick better than men can—yet, I | 


am sorry to say, many who are admitted to the 
hospitals are perfectly worthless. They have 
not sense enough to take care of themselves at 


home, much less to take care of the sick in the | 


army, ‘l‘hey require more waiting on ten times 
over than all they do is worth. They try the 
patience of the officers beyond measure, and I 
am not surprised that they should feel annoyed 
often on that account, to see women coming 
within the lines. We had a sample of them yes- 
terday morning. An officer came to our door at 
an early hour with a couple of ladies, and re- 
quested us to provide for them, as they had been 
riding in the cars for some hours, without any- 
thing to eat. We had but one plate, one knife, 
one tin cup left, having given everything else to 
the hospitals. We, however, prepared food and 


fed them. We then asked the ladies if they had | 


brought hospital goods to distribute. They said 
“No.” We inquired if they had come as nurses, 
“No,” was their answer. Well, we continued, 


what is the object of your visit? ‘They replied, | 


“To look after the sick and superintend.” I 
need hardly add that such women are worse than 
useless. Inthe place of helping others, the men 


are worn out waiting on them. A large number | 


of the women, officers’ wives, surgeons’ wives, 
sanitary women, and so-called nurses, whom I 
have seen within the lines, I am compelled to 


believe go to be waited on and not to help the | 
suffering. We want workers; women who, like | 
Mrs, Fales, have sense enough to take care of | 
themselves, and the strength and nobleness of | 


heart to wait on the sick. It is wonderful to see 
how much Mrs. Fales performs. Commencing 
with the beginning of the war, she has been going 
constantly day and night, and still holds out as 
vigorously as ever. You cannot entrust your 
goods to safer hands than hers. 

Please pardon me for writing five times as 
much as I intended when I commenced, and 
allow me to thank you and the society for the 
valuable donations of money and goods, admira- 


bly selected, which you placed in my hands for | 


the sick soldiers. I have, as far as possible car- 
ried out your instructions in their distribution. 





The State Medical Board.—On the 11th of 
September, the State Medical Board of Penn- 
sylvania will meet in the Hall of the House of 

epresentatives, for the examination of candi- 
dates for the post of Assistant Surgeon in State 
regiments. Over one hundred and eighty medi- 
cal officers will be required for the old and new 
regiments. Pennsylvania surgeons should by all 
means go with regiments from their own State. 
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New- York, July 15, 1862.—Honorable E. M. 
Stanton, Secretary of War:—The undersigned 
corps of Volunteer Surgeons of the State of 
New York trust that their addressing you may 
not be considered an act of supererogation; for, 
| although fully aware that it is not distinctly 
within the limits of their prescribed duties, they 
feel that they are discharging a moral obligation 
in putting on record in the department their 
high appreciation of the distinguished services 
which Dr. Cuyier, the Medical Director of Fort 
Monroe, rendered daily and hourly, with untiring 
energy, to the multitude of sick and wounded in 
the department. 
| From our personal observation we feel plea- 
| sure in saying that we have rarely met with so 
| happy a combination of thorough administrative 
| talent with the highest order of personal skill 
and experience, and that genuine and true gen- 
| tleness of heart—by the one befitting those under 
| his care to the full limit of professional skill, and 

by the latter shedding comfort and gladness, 
| even where the sufferer is beyond reach of the 
| first. 





| In thus briefly stating the result of our per- 
| sonal observation, we beg to say that we are not 
| prompted to do zo by the contemplated change 
| in the Medical Siaff of the army; for while, on 
| the one hand, we do not intend to intrude, we 
| feel, on the other hand, confident that govern- 
ment would not overlook the valuable services 
| of so faithful a servant. We beg simply to be 


| permitted, as we said before, to put on record, 


| our appreciation of so high an order of merit, . 


and in doing so we trust it is unnecessary to 
state that our thus addressing you, sir, is not 
only unsolicited by but entirely unknown to Dr. 
CuyLer. 

Aurrep C, Post, M. D., Stepuen Suita, M.D., 
Ernest Kracxowizer, M. D., Gro. Cocnrang, 
M. D., Danret Ayres, M. D., Danren E. Kissa, 
M. D., C. Otcort, M. D., Jas. R. Woop, M. D., 
Wm. Dermotp, M. D., Gurpon Buck, M. D., 
Witrarp Parker, M. D., T. M. Marxor, M. D., 
Cuas. D. Smitu, M. D., J. J. Crane, M. D., 
Joun QO. Stone, M. D., Geo. A. Peters, M. D. 
—American Medical Times. 


Newark Hospitals—There are now in the 
Newark Hospitals over one thousand five hun- 
dred sick and wounded soldiers. 





| and Dr. Josgpn B. Baxter Assistant Surgeon of 
the Sixteenth Regiment, Maine Volunteers. 

Dr. C. W. Kipper, of Vergennes, has been 
/appointed by Gov. Horsroox, Surgeon of the 
| Eleventh Regiment. 

Cuaries Henry WHEELWaricut, Surgeon of the 
United States Navy, died suddenly at Pilot Town, 
Mississippi River, on the 30th of July, aged 47. 
Dr. WHEELWRIGHT was a graduate of Harvard 
| College, of the class of 1834, After studying 


| his profession at the best schools of this country 


| Personal.—Dr. Cuas. ALEXANDER is Surgeon 
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and Europe, he entered the Navy in 1839. He 
had spent in all nine summers in the Gulf; was 
a member of Commodore Perry’s Japan Expedi- 
tion, and also of the recent Naval Examining 
Board. 

Dr. I. A. Nrcnots, the efficient Health Physi- 
cian of Newark, N.J., has been appointed b 
Gov. Olden, a member of his staff with the ran 
of Lieutenant-Colonel, his duties being the med- 
ical supervision of the military rendezvous to be 
established in this city for the Counties of Essex, 
Morris and Sussex. 

Dr. Dante. G. Brinton, of West Chester, 
having passed a very creditable examination, 
has been appointed Assistant Surgeon, United 
States Army. He has been assigned to duty at 
the military hospital, corner of Broad and Cherry 
streets. 

Dr. Epwarp O. Porter, of Cornwall, is ap- 
pointed Assistant Surgeon in the Eleventh Ver- 
mont Regiment. 


Government Hospital at Harper's Ferry.— 
A correspondent of the N. Y. Daily Times 
writing from Harper’s Ferry, says of the Govern- 
ment Hospital located there: 

One of the general hospitals is located here, 
two of the finest residences in the place have been 
appropriated for its use. It is situated on a 
high bluff, overlooking the Shenandoah River, 
and commanding a view of the country in every 
direction. One of the buildings is occupied by 
the physicians and assistants, the other by the 
patients. J.ong and open tents are pitched in 
the yard, which are generally preferred by the 
invalids to the hospital proper. Many of the 
soldiers who suffered in Banks’ retreat are still 
here. The wounded and sick continue to be 
brought from Winchester, Front Royal and 
other points where troops are located. It was 
to me an affecting sight when, this morning, I 

assed among the brave fellows suffering and 
anguishing far away from home. One, a member 
of the New York-City Eleventh, has lost a leg, 
but is consoling himself with the prospect of 
soon being in the bosom of his family ; also, for 
the poor boy lying near him; no sight of home 
will ever greet him, for the death-film already 
dims his eye, and the clammy sweat is gathering 
upon his brow; consumption is accomplishing 
what the balls of the enemy failed to do. One 
has received a bayonet wound through the fleshy 
portion of the hand, causing a frighiful swelling. 
Another, less fortunate, has suffered an amputa- 
tion of the arm above theelbow. Penciled over 
the cot of a New York boy is to be seen a calen- 
dar of the year; as each day has wearily passed 
by, the sick youth has crayoned over the square 
to hide, as it were, from view and memory, 
another day of suffering, and to designate the 
erg of his confinement, Several of the patients 
ere have been wheeled out upon the large bal- 
copy, projecting from the second story, where 
they sit enjoying the beautiful scene and balmy 
atmosphere, so exhilarating toinvalids. Directly 
beneath, on the hill side, is “Jefferson Rock,” 
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where that eminent statesman was wont to retire 
for meditation and reflection. How they would 
love to bathe their limbs once more in the pure 
and limpid waters of the Shenandoah which flows 
so near. Three hundred and seventy are the 
greatest number of patients who have been con- 
fined here at any one time. Of the last one 
thousand but ten died, a striking comment upon 
the healthy location of the hospital, the skill of 
the physicians and the kind attention of the 
nurses,” 


Sickness in the Army.—Mr. E. B. Exttort, 
Actuary of the Sanitary Commission, reports as 
follows on the proportion of sick in the army. 
We copy from the Boston Medical and Surgical 
Journal. 


“Since one hundred and four (104.4) out of 
every thousand men (officers and privates to- 
gether) in the entire army is the constant pro- 
portion of sick, it follows that, to secure in the 
field a constant force of five hundred thousand 
(500,000) effectéve (or healthy and able) men, 
the nation must constantly maintain in its hos- 
pitals, or elsewhere, an additional force of fifty- 
eight thousand (58,000) sick men, making the 
entire force maintained, both sick and effective, 
to consist of five hundred and fifty-eight thou- 
sand (558,000) men; four per cent., or 22,000 
of this entire force, would be commissioned 
officers, and ninety-six per cent., or 536,000 
enlisted men. And since to supply continuous 
losses in the ranks of the enlisted men, other 
than losses from expiration of service, requires 
recruits at the annual rate of 229 per 1,000 
enlisted men, it follows, that to keep the ranks 
of these 536,000 enlisted men constantly full, 
will require annually 123,000 recruits, 29,000 of 
these recruits being demanded to supply the 
annual loss occasioned by death; 54,000, the 
loss arising from discharges from service, mainly 
from disability ; 27,000 for excess of desertions 
over returns of deserters to duty; 7,000 missing 
in action, not subsequently otherwise accounted 
for, and 6,000 the loss from other causes. 

“To repeat—assuming the returns of the pe- 
riod from the Ist of June, 1861, to the Ist of 
March, 1862, as the basis of calculation, it fol- 
lows, that to secure in the field a constant force 
of 500,000 effective men, the nation must not 
only maintain 58,000 sick men, but it must also 
recruit the ranks of the enlisted portion of these 
forces with new material, at the rate of 123,000 
per annum, so long as the war shall last; a rate 
somewhat exceeding 10,000 recruits per month, 
Of these 123,000 annual recruits, 83,000 are to 
supply losses by death and discharges from ser- 
vice (exclusive of discharges for expiration of its 
term); 34,000 for desertions and missing in ac- 
tion (not returned or otherwise accounted for); 
and 6,000 to supply other losses specified and 
unspecified. 

“The five hundred thousand (500,000) effective 
men are equivalent in number to the number of 
men in 572 regiments of the average numerical 
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strength (that is 872 men each); and the 58,000 
sick equivalent to 67 regiments of average nu- 
merical strength; the entire force of 558,000 
men to be maintained being equivalent to 640 
regiments of average strength.” 


An Ambulance Corps in Gen. McClellan’s 
Army—The following order organizing an am- 
bulance corps was issued lately at Harrison's 
Landing. It is understood that the plan is that 
of Surgeon Letrerman, the able Medical Direc- 
tor of the army, who has effected many improve- 
ments since he entered on his duties :— 

Headquarters, Army of the Potomac, Camp 
near Harrison’s Landing, Va., August 2d, 1862. 
—General Orders, No. 147.—The following 
regulations for the organization of the Ambu- 
lance Corps and the management of ambulance 
trains are published for the information and 
government of all concerned. Commanders of 
Army Corps will see that they are carried into 
effect without delay. 

1. The Ambulance Corps will be organized 
on the basis of a Captain to each Army Corps, 
as the Commandant of the Ambulance Corps; a 
First Lieutenant for a divison, a Second Lieu- 
tenant for a brigade, and a Sergeant for each 
regiment. 

2. The allowance of ambulances and transport 
carts, will be one transport cart, one four-horse 
and two two-horse ambulances for a regiment, 
two-horse ambulance for each battery of artil- 
lery, and two two-horse ambulances for the 
headquarters of each Army Corps. Each am- 
bulance will be provided with two stretchers. 

3. The privates of the Ambulance Corps will 
consist of two men and a driver to each am- 
bulance and one driver to each transport or 
cart. 

4. The Captain is the commander of all the 
ambulances and transport carts in the Army 
Corps, under the direction of the Medical Direc- 
tor. He will pay special attention to the cundi- 
tion of the ambulances, horses, harness, &c., 
requiring daily inspections to be made by the 
commanders of division ambulances, and reports 
thereof to be made to him by these officers. -He 
will make a personal inspection once a week of all 
the ambulances, transport carts, horses, harness, 
etc.; whether they have been used for any other 
purpose than the transportation of the sick and 
wounded, and medical supplies; reports of which 
will be transmitted through the Medical Director 
of the Army Corps to the Medical Director of 
the Army every Sunday morning. He will insti- 
tute a drill in his corps, instructing his men in 
the most easy and expeditious method of putting 
men in and taking them out of the ambulances, 
taking men from the ground and placing and 
carrying them on stretchers, observing that the 
front man steps off with the left foot and the rear 
man with the right, &c. He will be especially 
careful that the ambulances and transport carts 
are at all times’ in order, provided with atten- 
dants, drivers, horses, &c., and the kegs daily 
rinsed and filled with fresh water, that he may 
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be able to move at a moment. Previous to and 
in time of action, he will receive from the Medical 
Director of the Army Corps, his orders for the 
distribution of the ambulances, and the points 
to which he will carry the wounded, using the 
light two-horse sivclasltes for bringing them 
from the field, and the four-horse ones for carry- 
ing those already attended to further to the rear, 
if the Medical Director considers it necessary. 
He will give his personal attention to the removal 
of the sick and wounded from the field, and to 
and from the hospitals, going from point to point 
to ascertain what may be wanted, and to see that 
his subordinates (for whose conduct he will be 
responsible,) attend to their duties, in taking care 
of the wounded, treating them with gentleness 
and care, and removing them as quickly as pos- 
sible to the places pointed out; and that the 
ambulances reach their destination. He will 
make a full and detailed report, after every action 
and march, of the operations of the Ambulance 
Corps. 

5. The First Lieutenant assigned to the Am- 
bulance Corps of a division, will have complete 
control, under the commander of the whole 
corps and the Medical Director, of all the 
ambulances, transport carts, ambulance horses, 
&c., in the division. He will be the Act- 
ing Assistant Quartermaster for the Division 
Ambulance Corps, and will receipt and be re- 
sponsible for the property belonging to it, and 
be held responsible for any deficiency in ambu- 
lances, transport carts, horses, harness, &c., per- 
taining to the Ambulance Corps of the division. 
He will have a travelling cavairy forge, a black- 
smith and a saddler, who will be under his orders, 
to enable him to keep his train in order. He 
will receive a daily inspection report of all the 
ambulances, horses, &c., under his. charge, from 
the officer in charge of Brigade Ambulance 
Corps; will see that the subordinate attend 
strictly to their duties at all times, and will 
inspect the corps under his charge once a week ; 
a report of which inspection he will transmic to 
the commander of the Ambulance Corps. 

6. The Second Lieutenant in command of the 
ambulances of a brigade will be under the imme- 
diate orders of the commander of the Ambulance 
Corps for the Division, and have superintendence 
of the Ambulance Corps for the Brigade. 

7. The Sergeant in charge of the Ambulance 
Corps for a Regiment, will conduct the drills. 
inspections, etc., under the orders of the com- 
mander of the Brigade Ambulance Corps, and 
will be particular in enforcing rigidly all orders 
he may receive from his superior officers. ‘The 
officers and non-commissioned officers of this 
corps will be mounted. 

8. The detail of this corps will be made with 
care by commanders of Army Corps, and no offi- 
cer or man will be selected for this duty except 
those known to be active and efficient, and no 
man will be relieved except by orders from these 
headquarters, Should any officer or man detailed 
for this duty be found not fitted for it, represen- 
tations of the fact will be made by the Medical 
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Director of the Army Corps to the Medical 
Director of this Armv. 

9. Two Medical Officers from the reserve corps 
of surgeons of each division, and a Hospital Stew- 
ard who will be with the medicine wagon, will be 
detailed by the Medical Director of the Army 
Corps, to accompany the ambulance train when 
on the march, the train of each division being 
kept together, and will see that the sick and 
wounded are properly attended to. A medicine 
wagon will accompany each train. 

10. The officers connected with the corps 
must be with the trains on a march, observing 
that no one rides in the ambulances without the 
authority of the medical officers, except in urgent 
cases; but men must not be allowed to suffer, 
and the officers will, when the medical officers 
cannot be found, use a sound discretion in this 
matter, and be especially careful that the men 
and drivers are in their proper places. The 
place for the ambulances is in the front of all 
wagon trains. 

11. When in camp, the ambulances, transport 
carts and Ambulance Corps will be parked with 
the brigade, under the supervision of the com- 
mander of the corps for the brigade. They will 
be used on the requisition of the regimental 
medical officers, transmitted to the commander 
of the Brigade Ambulauce Corps, for transport- 
ing the sick to various points, and procuring 
medical supplies, and for nothing else. The 
non-commissioned officer in charge will always 
accompany the ambulances or transport carts 
when on this or any other duty, and he will be 
held responsible that they are used for none 
other than their legitimate purposes. Should 
any officer infringe upon this order, regarding the 
uses of ambulances, &c., he will be reported by 
the officer or non-commissioned officer in charge, 
to the commander of the train, all the particulars 
being given. 

12. The officer in charge of a train will at once 
remove anything not legitimate, and if there be 
not room for it in the baggage wagons of the 
regiment, will leave it on the road. Any attempt 
by a superior officer to prevent him from doing 
his duty in this or any other instance, he will 
promptly report to the Medical Director of the 
Army Coras, who will lay the matter before the 
commander of that corps. The latter will, at the 
earliest possible moment, place the officer offend- 
ing in arrest for trial for disobedience of orders. 

13. Good serviceable horses will be used for 
the ambulances and transport carts, and will not 
be taken for any other purpose, except by orders 
from these headquarters. 

14. The uniform of this corps is, for privates a 
green band two inches broad around the cap, a 
green half chevron, two inches broad, on each 
arm above the elbow, and to be armed with 
revolvers. Non-commissioned officers to wear 
the same band around the cap as a private; 
chevrons two inches broad, and green, with the 
point towards the shouldes, on each arm above 
the elbow. 
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15. No person will be allowed to carry from 
the field any wounded or sick except this corps. 

16. The commanders of the Ambulance Corps, 
on being detailed, will report without delay to 
the Medical Director at id headquarters for 
instructions. All Division, Brigade or Regimen- 
tal Quartermasters having any ambulances, 
transport carts, ambulance horses or harness, 
&c., in their possession, will turn them in at once 
to the commander of the Division Ambulance 
Corps. 

By command of Major-General McClellan. 


(Official) 8S. Wiu1ams, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


— —, Captain, Atd-de-Camp. 


Anecdotes of Dr. Abernethy.—Abernethy 
was very careful not to take fees from patients if 
he suspected them to be in indigent circum- 
stances. Mr. George Mackilwain, in his instruc- 
tive and agreeable “Memoirs of John Abernethy,” 
mentions a case where an old officer of parsi- 
monious habits, but not of impoverished condition 
could not induce Abernethy to accept his fee, 
and consequently forebore from again consulting 
him. On another occasion, when a half pay 
Lieutenant wished to pay him for a long and 
laborious attendance, Abernethy replied, “ Wait 
till you’re a general; then come and see me and 
we'll talk about fees.” To a gentleman of small 
means who consulted him, after having in vain 
had recourse to other surgeons, he said : “* Your 
recovery will be slow. If you don’t feel much 
pain, depend upon it you are gradually getting 
round ; if you do feel much pain, then come again, 
but not else. I don’t want your money.” 

To a hospital student (of great promise and 
industry, but in narrow circumstances) who be- 
came his dresser, he returned his customary fee 
of sixty guineas, and requested him to spend them 
in the purchase of books and securing other 
means of improvement. To a poor widow 
lady (who consulted him about her child) he, on 
saying good-bye, in a friendly letter, returned all 
the fees he had taken from her, under the im- 
pression that she was in good circumstances, and 
added 501. to the sum, begging her to expend it 
in giving her child a daily ride in the fresh air. 
He was often brusque and harsh, and more than 
once was properly reproved for his hastiness and 
want of consideration. 

“T have heard of your rudenéss before I came, 
sir,” one lady said, taking his prescription, “but 
I was not prepared for such treatment. What 
am I to do with this ?” 

“ Anything you like,” the surgeon roughly an- 
swered. ‘ Put it on the fire, if you please.” 

Taking him at his word, the lady put her fee 
on the table, and the prescription on the fire; 
and making a bow, left the room. Abernethy 
followed her into the hall, apologizing, and beg- 
ging her to take back the fee, or let him write 
another prescription; but the lady would not 
yield her vantage ground.—Book about Doctors. 
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Slaughter in War—The Revue Contempo- 
raine publishes an article by Count de Latour, 
on the important question of the part which 
cavalry is likely to play in future wars. The 
Count, among other things, says that the opinions 
now generally held regarding the power of the 
fire-arms are vastly exaggerated, and shew that 
many more men were lost in the great battles of 
the empire than in the last Italian campaign. 
At Austerliiz the Russians lost 30 per cent., the 
Austrians 44 per cent. of their army ; the French 
lost 14 per cent. At Wagram, the loss of the 
Austrians was 14, that of the French, 13 per 
cent. At La Moskowa the Russians lost 44 per 
cent., at Waterloo the allies 31 per cent., the 
French 36 per cent. At Magenta, on the con- 
trary, the Austrian loss was not more than 8 per 
cent., that of the French only 7; at Solferino 
the Austrians sustained a similar loss, and the 
Franco-Sardinians only lost one-tenth. This 
may be explained by the fact that a long range 
obliges the projectile to describe a large curve ; 
thus, according to M. d’ Azemar, if the column 
of the Place Vendome was placed between the 
gun and the mark, the latter being at a distance 
of twenty-five hundred yards, the projectile 
would pass over it without touching. 





MARRIED. 
BonsaLt—Warsu.—On Wednesday, August 20th, by Rev. 

Mr. Imbrie, Dr. Wm. R. Bonsall, U. 8, N., of Philadelphia, to 
Miss Maggie, daughter of Dr. S. N. Marsh, of Rahway, N. J. 

Fox—Getiir.—In New York, on Saturday, Aug. 16, at Cal- 
vary Church. by Rev. Dr. Eigeubrodt, Capt. Barry Fox, Fifty- 
third Regiment, N. ¥.8. V., late of British Army, to Mary, 
daughter of the late James Duncan Gellie, Esq., Surgeon, of 
Ottawa City, Canada West. 

Norrs—Boyrir.—On the 19th instant, by the Rev. J. H. 
Kennard, Luman A. Noyes, M.D., of Massachusetts, to Miss 
Louise B. Boyle, of Philadelphia. 

WiiitamMs—Opett.—At Washington City. August 15, by 
Rev. Dr. Hall, Dr John W. Williams, United States Army, to 
Miss Kate, daughter of T. T. Odell, Esq. 


ee ed 
MEDICAL DIRECTORY. 


Pennsy.ivANIA HospitaL, Eighth, below Spruce. 
on Eighth Street. 

Medical Clinic on Wednesdays and Saturdays, at 10 a. m., 
by Dr. F. Gurney Smith. 

Surgical do., at 11 a. M., by Dr. Joseph Pancoast. 

MepicaL LIBRARY OF THE PENNSYLVANIA HosPiTaL.—Open 
on Wednesdays and Saturdays. 

PritapetputaA Hosprrat, (Almshouse).—Medical Clinic on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays at 944 a.m, by Dr. J. L. Ludlow. 

Surgical do. at 10'4 4. M., by Dr. D, H. Agnew. 

Wits Hosprrar For THE Erg AND LiwB.—Clinics, Wednes- 
days and Saturdays, at 11 A. m., by Dr. S. Littell. 

HowArpb Hospitat, Lombard Street, between Fifteenth and 
Sixteenth. 

Clinical Lectures ec at 12m., land 5 p.m. 
Thursday—Dr. Turnbull, at 1 p.m. Tuesday and Friday— 
Dr. Darrach, at 12 m.; Dr. Klapp, at 5 p. m. Wednesda and 
Saturday—Dr. Neff, at 12; Dr. Tryon, at 1; and Dr. More- 
house, at 5 P.M. Monday and Thursday—Dr. Meigs, at 5 Pp. m. 
Tuesday and Friday—Dr. Atkinson, at 334 Pp. mu. 

University OF PennsYLvAniA, Ninth, above Chestnut. 

Surgical Clinics on Wednesdays and Saturdays, at 121¢°m. 

Jerrerson MepicaL Cotes, Tenth, above Walnut. 

Clinies on Wednesdays and Saturdays, at 1234 a. 

PHILADELPHIA LyIna-In CHARITY.—Clinic for diseases of 
females, at “‘ Nurse’s Home,” 8. W. corner Eleventh and 
Cherry, every Wednesday and Saturday morning, at 9 o’clock 
by Dr. Edwin Scholfield. 


Entrance 


Monday and 


NEWS AND MISCELLANY. 
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Communications Received 
For the week ending August 20th, 1862. 

Delaware.—Dr. J. H. D. Knoles. 
Illinois.—Drs. W. J. Galt, W. McKnight. 
Jowa.—Drs. A. C. Taylor, G. M. Staples. 
Irel ind.—Dr. O'Grady, with encl. 
Maryland.—Drs. 8. E. Wills, W. 8. Forwood.. 
Massachusette.—Drs. G. 8. Jones, D. Humphrey, B. De 


Gersdorff, H. H. Mitchell, P. H. Fitch, W. M. Parker, E. San- 
ford, N. E. M. L. I. Co, Dr. W. R. Chisholm. 


Michigan.—Drs. J. Anderson, W. J. McHench, H. L. Joy, 
E. P. Stebbins, H. W. Lobdell, with encl. 


New Jersey.—Drs. 8. Wickes, P. G. Creveling, E. T. Black- 
well, G. R. Sullivan, J. W. Jackson, 8. C. Thornton, A. B. 
Budd, with encl. 

New York.—Drs. M. M. Stowell, J, H. Reynolds, Platt & 
Neilson, W. B. Ribble, J. H. Thompson, W. 8. Babbitt, W. Z 
Appley, H. B. Horton, D. J. Foran, J. B. Somers, L. P. Bur- 
rows, T. O. Gilbert, J. A. Burt, with encl.; J. G. Hislop, 0. C, 
Gibbs. 

Ohio.—Drs. W. Bunce, M. Mitchell, B. F. Whitney, J. C. 
McBeth, F. A. Tuttle, J. W Thatcher, A. B. Hershisher, J, 
Steward, O. J. Robsell, C. Richards, 8, McCammon, M. Skin- 
ner, M Tompkins, D. M. Reith, J. N. Chandler, W. H. Race, 
W. Longheridge, Jenner & Son, Wm. Protzman, H. H, Daret, 
H. Senseman, ®. Cole; Mr. J. Burkitt Webb, with encl. 

Pennsylvania.—Drs. W. B. Thompson, B. F. Shannon, G, 
W. C. James; Drs. R. R. Bratt, D. H. Ulrich, R. F, Krebbs, 
W. N. Robbins, S. B. Howell, C. H. Haeseler, J. R. Robbins, 
G. Yeomans, J. B. McKelvey, W. A. Evans, T. W. Shendill, 
T. R. Hully C. McNeal, J. Baker & Co., P. B. Mish, B. F. 
Shultz, F. B. Nice, R. 8. Livington, each with encl.; H. Bru- 
baker, W. M. Herron, D. Gamble, T. P. Shields, P. M. 
Schweinhardt, with encl.; J. McCreary, Wallace, with encl. ; 
F. C. Reamer, with encl.; Mr. J. Rowe Smith, with encl. “ 

Vermont.—Drs. L.A. Richmond, A. G, Bugley. 


Orrics Payments.— Drs. Birdsell, Ridge, Malin, Andrew, 
Cullen, Marcy, 





Vital Statistics. 


Or PHILADELPatA, for the week ending August 16, 1862. 

Deaths—Males, 335}Females, 207; boys, 140; girls, 129. 
Total, 542. Adults, 273; children, 262. Under two years of 
age, 203. Natives, 342; Foreign, 102. People of color, 12 

Among the causes of death, we notice—Apoplexy, 6; con- 
vuisions, 27; croup, 3; cholera infantum, 65; cholera morbus, 
5; consumption, 37; diphtheria, 5; diarrhea and dysentery, 
23; dropsy. of head, 14; debility, 37; scarlet fever, 3; typhus 
and typhoid fevers, 45; inflammation of brain, 11; of bowels, 
13; of lungs, 12; bronchitis, 3; congestion of brain, 16; of lungs, 
4; erysipelas, 0; whooping-cough, 9; marasmus, 24; small- 

x, 0. 
. For week ending August 17, 1861.. .-363 

“ “ g 429 

Population of Philadelphia, by the census of 1860, 568,034. 
Mortality, 1 in 1048. 


Or New York, for the week ending August 11, 1862. 

Deaths—Males, 292; females, 276; boys, 213; girls, 185, 
Total 568. Adults, 170; children, 398. Under two years of 
age, 326. Natives, 423; Foreign, 145; Colored, 6. 

Among the causes of death, we notice—Apoplexy, 5; in- 
fantile convulsions, 42; croup, 8; diphtheria, 13; scarlet fever, 
7; typhus and typhoid fevers, 13; cholera infantum, 136; cho- 
lera morbns, 0; consumption, 59; small-pox, 1; dropsy of 
head, 17; infantile marasmus, 28; diarrhwa and dysentery, 
38; inflammation of brain, 14; of bowels, 11; of lungs, 31; 
bronchitis, 3; congestion of brain, 5; of lungs, 5; erysipelas, 
1; whooping-cough,0; measles,3: 338 deaths occurred from 
acute disease, and 42 from violent causes. 

For week ending August —, 1861..,......s00+00++..000, 
bad “ August 11, 1862. 568. 

Population of New York, by the census of 1860, 814,277, 

Mortality, 1 in 1433.5. 


Or Boston, for the week ending August 9, 1862. 

Deaths—Males, 53; females, 46. Total, 99. Natives, 83; 
Foreign, 16. 

Among the causes of death, we notice—Phthisis, 17; cholera 
infantum, 24; croup, 0; scarlet fever, 2; pneumonia, 0; 
variola, 0; dysentery, 4; typhus fever, 0; diphtheria, 0; 
whooping-cough, 0; convulsions, 3. 

Population of Boston. 177,902. 


: s Average corrected to 
increased population, 113.19, Mortality, 1 in 1796.9, 











